Nursing Profession

Entry Into Practice – LPN, ASN, BSN, MSN, DNS,DNP, PhD
LPN – Licensed Practical Nurse– technical/vocational nurse traning program, administered at the JuCo/Vocational School level (9-18 months training)
RN – Registered Nurse – 2-3 years experience leading to professional entry into nursing program, less than 100 today, used to be about 800.
ADN – Associate Degree Nurse – 2 year administered by JuCo or University leading to entry into practice
BSN – Bachelor of Science in Nursing – 4 year eduction leading to professional entry

NCLEX (National Council Licensure Examination)– all nursing graduates are required to take the NCLEX to determine whether they are prepared to enter entry level nursing practice.  Recently the exam has gotten harder each year.
NCLEX-RN and NCLEX-PN, PN is for LPNS, and RN is for RNs

Future Goals – make sure the education keep pace with the changes in technology and medicine

Advanced Practice Nurse – APN – RN’s with a current license to practice.  They have gone back to study and have a minimum of a master’s degree.  Can provide health care in homes, hospitals, institutions, schools, public/private clinics, private practice, surgical centers, etc
Regulated by the state, but usually acts independently or in collaboration with other professionals.  Can have a solo practice are are legally approved to provide a defined set of services without assistance or supervision.
Perscriptive rights – master’s degree, advanced pharmacology, nationally recognized board certified.  It depends on the state
Diagnose and manage common acute illnesses
Also manage stable chronic conditions in a variety of settings
APN titles: Nurse Practitioner, Clinical Nurse Specialist, Certified Nurse Midwife, Certified Nurse Anesthetist
Started off in primary care as an individual’s point of first contact.  Health surveillance, acute and stable chronic illnesses.  Goal is to maintain continuity of care.  HEALTH PROMOTION AND DISEASE PREVENTION.

NP’s started to increase primary care specifically pediatric, family and geriatric.  First program at U of Colorado in 1965 by Loretta Ford and Henry Silver.  1970s they were certificate programs and 1980s they shifted to master’s degree.  Regulating body is the American Academy of Nurse Practitioners.

PNPs – Pediatric Nurse Practitioners
Well and ill children of all ages.  Up to 18 or 21.  They can do basically anything a pediatrician can do.  Immnizations, acute illnesses, routine screenings, school physicals.  Acute, Chronic and Critically ill.  Can order meds and perform therapeutic treatments.

Psychiatric Advanced Practice Registered Nurse – APRN 
Master’s degree in psychiatric and mental health nursing (PMHN – specialty in nursing) assuming the role of Clinical Nurse Specialist or NP.  Can have a DEA number and write prescriptions.  Can subspecialize in child adolescent, Gero-psych, forensics and substance abuse nursing.  Titles include Advanced Practice Registered Nurse (APRN), PMHNP-BC (BC is board certificed), PMHCNS-BC (PMH is psychiatric and mental health).

Credentialing agenicies are – American Association of Colleges of Nursing (AACN),  National League for Nursing Accreditation, American Nurses Credentialing Center (ANCC)
