The Honor Code of Lincoln Memorial University — DeBusk College of
Osteopathic Medicine

Preamble

We, as osteopathic medical students of Lincoln Memorial University — DeBusk College
of Osteopathic Medicine, believe there is a need to support and cultivate the high ethical
standards of honor associated with the medical community.

This Honor Code intends to make explicit minimum standards to which we, as a
community, will hold our colleagues and ourselves accountable. Personal and academic
integrity are the foundation of the Code, with particular focus on respectful
communication among peers.

We are aware that integrity, accountability, mutual respect and trust are essential to the
medical profession and we will actively support and work to achieve these ideals
throughout our professional career. The environment that we create is critical to this
endeavor.

As members of our community, we realize that our actions affect those around us and the
quality of the community.

This Code should supplement, but not supplant, our personal, religious, moral, and
cthical beliefs, nor is this Code meant to supersede any policies, regulations, codes,
statutes or laws that exist within the Lincoln Memorial University, Tennessee state or
federal jurisdiction.

1. Professional Conduct

Establishing and maintaining the highest concepts of honor and personal integrity during
osteopathic medical school are critical to our training as physicians. It is our
responsibility to actively support these standards and it is reasonable to expect that our
colleagues will do the same.

A. Respect for Patients

We will take the utmost care to ensure patient respect and confidentiality. As osteopathic
medical students, we will demonstrate respect for patients through appropriate language
and behavior, including that which is non-threatening and non-judgmental. Patient
privacy and modesty should be respected as much as possible during history taking,
physical examinations, and any other contact, to maintain professional relationships with
the patients and their families. It is also important that we be truthful and not intentionally
mislead or give false information. With this in mind, we should avoid disclosing
information to a patient that only the patient’s physician should reveal. As students, we
should always consult more experienced members of the medical team regarding patient
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care, or at the request of the patient. As osteopathic medical students we understand that
patients we see are not under our care, so we will not initiate orders until after graduation
and in an appropriate post graduate training. We will also never introduce ourselves or
allow patients to carry the mistaken impression that we are physicians rather than
osteopathic medical students.

B. Respect for Faculty, Staff, Colleagues, Hospital Personnel, and Community

We will exhibit respect for faculty, staff, colleagues and others, including hospital
personnel, guests and members of the general public. This respect should be
demonstrated by punctuality in relationships with patients and peers, prompt execution of
reasonable instructions, and deference to those with superior knowledge, experience or
capabilities. In addition, we should make every effort to maintain an even disposition,
display a judicious use of others' time, and handle private information maturely.

We should express views in a calm, respectful and mature manner when in disagreement
with another individual, understanding that a mutual agreement will not always be
reached. Confrontations of such nature will be carried out in a private location as soon as
time permits.

C. Respect for Self

We realize that a diversity of personal beliefs serves to enrich the medical profession.
Therefore, we encourage the upholding of personal ethics, beliefs and morals in both
daily conduct and in our practice of this Code. Understanding conflicts may exist that
interfere with our personal beliefs, we are encouraged to be proactive with
communicating these situations.

D. Respect for Proper Documentation

The written medical record is important in communication between health care providers
and effective patient care; it is also a legal document and available for patient review. As
such, it is crucial that we maintain the integrity of patients' medical care through accurate
reporting of all pertinent information about which we have direct knowledge. Written
medical documents, including electronic correspondence pertaining to patients and their
care must be legible, truthful, complete and accurate to the best of our knowledge and
abilities. To avoid an accidental breach of confidentiality, we will not discuss patient care
in common areas. Appropriate medical and/or personal information about patients should
only be shared with health professionals directly involved or for educational purposes.
Any communication of patient information in the course of educational presentation will
always be void of any patient identifying information and with the permission of the
attending physician(s).

E. Respect for Laws, Policies and Regulations
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Laws, policies and regulations at the university, local, state and federal levels benefit the
community and are not to be disregarded or violated. Any matters under the jurisdiction
of local, state, or federal laws are explicitly deemed “outside the scope” of this Code.

II. Academic Standards

We are responsible for proper conduct and integrity in all scholastic and clinical work. As
students, we are obligated to develop our medical knowledge and skills to the best of our
ability, realizing that the health and lives of the persons committed to our charge could
depend on our competence. Due to the teamwork inherent in the medical profession, we
will work together and utilize all available resources.

A. Examinations

1. As students, we must demonstrate honor and integrity during examinations.

2. We understand that examinations are meant to reflect our individual achievement.
Cheating during examinations is unethical and is defined as doing any of the
following without authorization:

a. Looking at the answers written by another student during an examination.

b. Communicating with another student about topics that might help to answer a
question during an examination.

c. Referring to notes or textual matter during an examination.

d. Violating any other policy of examinations.

3. During examinations, students have an obligation to maintain a non-disruptive
atmosphere.

4. We will take care not to communicate specific information regarding an
examination to a classmate who has not yet completed that examination during
that academic year.

5. At the end of each examination, we will provide a signed statement that affirms
our conduct was in accordance with the Code.

B. Other Academic Work

1. In deference to the scientists, doctors, and patients who have shared their
knowledge and experience for the betterment of medical learning, we have a
responsibility to not intentionally misrepresent the work of others nor claim it as
our own.

2. During medical training we will be provided with communal instructional
material that will greatly aid our learning. We will therefore make every effort to
protect and preserve these resources for the use of future peers and classmates.

I11. Social Behavior
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